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riage and settling at Mount Vernon he was elected
vestryman in the two parishes of Truro and Fairfax,
and from that election he was quite active in church
affairs. It may be worth noting that in the elections
of 1765 the new vestryman stood third in popularity
in the Truro church and fifth in that of Fairfax.
He drew the plans for a new church in Truro, and
subscribed to its building, intending " to lay the
foundation of a family pew," but by a vote of the
vestry it was decided that there should be no private
pews, and this breach of contract angered Wash-
ington so greatly that he withdrew from the church
in 1/73- Sparks quotes Madison to the effect that
" there was a tradition that, when he [Washington]
belonged to the vestry of a church in his neighbor-
hood, and several little difficulties grew out of some
division of tite society, he sometimes spoke with
great force, animation, and eloquence on the topics
that came before them." After this withdrawal he
bought a pew in Christ Church in Alexandria (Fair-
fax parish), paying ^36. to, which was the largest
price paid by any parishioner. To this church he
was quite liberal, subscribing several times towards
repairs, etc.

The Rev. Lee Massey, who was rector at Pohick
(Truro) Church before the Revolution, is quoted by
Bishop Meade as saying that

" I never knew so constant an attendant in church as Washington.
And his behavior in the house of God was ever so deeply reverential
that it produced the happiest effect on my congregation, and greatly
assisted me in my pulpit labors. No company ever withheld Mm
from church. I have often been at Mount Vernon on Sabbath morn-
ing, when his breakfast table was filled with guests; but to him theyffect.
